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called Byzantine rite are granted, besides Greek, the use of
the Old Slav, Georgian, Roumanian, and Arabic languages.
Rome goes farther still: not only does she tolerate, she
claims even to impose upon the Orientals united with her the
preservation of their distinctive ritual. In 1931, on the
occasion of the fifteenth centenary of the Council of Ephesus,
there were celebrated at Rome and at Grottaferrata masses
and solemn offices according to the different Oriental rituals.
Such are the results of the Council of Florence.
THE ESSENTIAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE
BYZANTINE CHURCH
The Byzantine Church is the most important of Byzantine
survivals. The Empire has disappeared, but the Church
remains, and thanks to the Slavs it still has on its side the
force of numbers. Despite the anti-religious persecutions in
Red Russia and despite the multiplicity of the languages in
which its liturgy is celebrated, it has kept an aspect, an
appearance, just as characteristic as that of Islam, for example,
and certainly much more traditional and more archaic than
that of the Catholic Church which has been transformed
almost beyond recognition by Jesuitic devotions and a kind
of ritual Modernism. The preceding pages have shown the
reader how the system of the Orthodox Church was con-
stituted from century to century. Up to the time of the
Iconoclast Controversy—up till the time of the Seventh
Oecumenical Council (whose decisions alike for the Latin
West and for the 'Orthodox' East are as canonical and binding
as those of the other six)—Greek thought—the thought of
Christianized Greek philosophy—provided the imposing
'structure' whence the entire Christian Church took its
dogmatic definitions, the subtlest distinctions of its Christo-
logy. Despite the objections and the reservations of Rome,
these Councils by their canons continuously consecrated and
confirmed the hegemony of the Church of the capital,
Constantinople, over all the other Churches comprised in
the territories of the Eastern Empire, even over the Patriar-
chates of Alexandria, of Antioch, and of Jerusalem, although
in the political sphere the first and the third of these were
never regained by the Byzantine Emperors after their

